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has tho spontaneous effect of leading him for consolation and aid to an Invisible .Personal Power ! Such is the apprehension •which even a child may have of his sovereign Lawgiver and Judge, which is possible in the case of children, because at least, some children possess it, whether others possess it or no; and which, when it. is found in children, is found to act promptly and keenly by reason of the paucity of their ideas. .It is an ima^e of the good <<od, good in Himself, good rola-tively to\va.r<ls the child with whatever incompleteness ; an imagebefore1 it. has been reflected on, and heforo.it is recognised by him as a notion. Though ho cannot explain, or define the word Mlod' when told to use it, his acts show that to him it is far more than a word, lie listens, indeed, with wonder and interest to fables or tales ; he has a dim shadowy sense of what, he hears about persons and matters of this world ; but ho has that, within hint which actually vibratos, responds, and gives a deep meaning to the lessons of his first teachers about the will and the providence of (Hod.1
In tho * Apologia* we read :
I was brought up from a child to take great delight iu reading the Bible ; but 1 had no formed religious convictions till I was fifteen. Of course 1 had ju-rfeet knowledge of uiy Catechism.
After I was grown up I put. on paper my recollections of the thoughts and feelings on religious subjects which I had a,t the time that I was a child and a hoy ; such as had remained in my mind with suilieicnt prominence to make mo then, consider them worth recording. Out of these, written in tho Long Vacation of IS'JO, and transcribed with additions iu lSll;i, .1 select two.
I used to wish tho Arabian Tales were two. My imagination ran on unknown influences, on magical powers, and talismans. 1 thought life might, bo a dream, or I an angel, awl all this world a deception, my fellow-angels, by a playful, device, concealing themselves from me, and deceiving mo with tho semblance of u material world.
Tho other remark is- this :
1 was very HuporntiliouH, and for some time previous to my conversion, (when I was fifteen) used constantly to cross
myself ou going into tho dark/-1
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